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Why vegetable oils?
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Research questions
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• Characterise speed of diffusion 
and reach of viral events on 
vegetable oils 

• Relationship between virality 
and sentiment



Data Collection
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Vegetable oil Number of Tweets

Palm 3.8M

Olive 6.7M

Coconut 5.3M

https://developer.twitter.com/en/products/twitter-api/academic-research

• Use of Twitter API 
• Collect tweets containing 

name of the oil + “oil”



Quantifying virality
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Fit power-law distribution  

p(τ) ∝ τ−α



Virality phase diagram
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Conclusions
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• Characterization of viral events 
through heavy-tailed distributions 

• Correlation between virality and 
sentiment 

• Palm oil is the most viral and 
negative among the oils
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Ongoing projects @ UtrechtUni: 
• Economic crime networks 
• Polarization on signed networks

Contact details

 Email: e.candellone@uu.nl 
 Twitter: @elenacandellone 
 Mastodon: @e_candellone@mathstodon.xyz 

See you in Utrecht!
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